
PTSA Board Meeting minutes March 19, 2014!!
In attendance: Heidi McNamee, Beth Azar, Kim Jarvis, Cindi Carrell, Amy Kleiner, Ryan Manner, 
Elizabeth Levi, Ina Zucker, Matthew Latterell, Ricardo Ismach, Karen Belsey, Justine Light, 
Monica Echrich, Kieran Cannistra, Hana Layson.!!
Regrets: Dana Buhl, Diana Deumling, MaOxford Lerotholi, Sid Peck, Dan Keppler.!!!
Elizabeth began the meeting at 6:42pm and everyone introduced themselves. There was a 
motion t approve the minutes from last meeting, it was seconded and the motion was approved 
by unanimous voice vote.!!
Guest David Mayne spoke about the Bond to modernize 3 high schools and make 
improvements to middle schools around town. This year they will be working on 12 schools over 
the course of the year. Franklin and Roosevelt were the 2 selected to be modernized this year. 
It’s a complicated process. A council was formed and many public meetings were held to 
welcome input. A master plan was developed and they are in the final phase of planning at this 
point. The next meeting for public input will be held mid april and he wants to encourage all to 
attend. He wanted to alert anyone who used the Creston dental clinic that it will be closed over 
the summer while renovations are being down to Creston school. Incoming students attending 
Franklin High School for next year will be bused out to Marshall high school for what looks like a 
3 year project (completion). Grant high students will move to Marshall after Franklin is 
completed.!!
Karen expressed her concerns about school boundaries and the fact that THIS district is 
expanding, over crowding in classrooms. requiring a lot of information to be distributed so !!
 The Foundation is starting their third (and final) raffle which will run in April. Bigger net will be 
cast (250 tickets sold) a trip to Disneyland (including airfare) at $20 a ticket and she feels 
hopeful that it will sell out. They will be paying out for the airfare but there is hope that it will 
even out by selling all tickets. !!
She has been having conversations with different realtors and found that the realtor commission 
donation idea isn’t as simple as she had hoped. Many issues that may make it not work, some 
legality issues.  She wanted much more input from others to figure out a way to make this work 
in some way. One idea is possibly having something really broad relating to all neighborhood 
service  entities and then maybe have them pay a marketing fee to the school and we would list 
them on our website. It is unclear what types of donations would come from there. Many 
suggestions were mentioned. More on this to come. !
Blazers will be having a 50/50 night on the 4th and 16th of April to benefit The Schools 
Foundation and will need adult volunteers to help be collectors for those nights. Karen wanted 
to reiterate that the foundation will need members next year to work along side Ricardo, who is 
the incoming chairperson.!!
Amy said that staffing should be about the same and it’s better than it’s been in years past. 
Keeping class size around 25 for most grades (except 3/4/5). Last year we raised funds for the 
foundation and the equity piece has been given to The School Foundation of PPS and this year 
there has already been about 13k raised for the Foundation. Amy wants to hire a half time 



teacher (certified) as an aide to float around 3/4/5 next year. We need about 13k more by april 
4th to assign that spot for us. There was discussion about how to raise that money in time. The 
options are approve that the PTSA underwrite 13K, which Cindi is not sure we have that much 
to loan, most funds are spoken for already. There is about 3500 available (from discretionary 
and advocacy budgets).  If we do this promissory note, we have to make it back or we will not 
be at budget for next year and have to cut some programs. !
Matthew made a motion that the board approve to write a promissory note of up to 14K to cover 
the balance of the fund the .58 rte for next school year with the expectant that either PPS or our 
community will fill that in. Ricardo seconded that motion. There was more discussion. The 
motion carried with two dissent. !
Beth relayed that Karen had spent a morning with a kindergarten parent and discovered that he 
was very interested and uninformed about what happens in the middle school. The idea was 
born to have several  (2 after drop off and 2 in the evening)“talks” for K-2 parents presented by 
Middle school parents, who will discuss the arc of the curriculum, the importance of the 
programs and overnights and give them a better view of what’s to come. It was discussed that 
maybe this year and next year we could invite all grades (K-5) and then have it be a tradition for 
K-2 to be sure all were covered in the beginning of the school journey.  Heidi, Karen and Beth 
will be organizing this and making a sign up for speakers. Dates TBA.!!
Matthew spoke about a plan that has resurfaced about a young man in Haiti , who wants to 
come to Oregon and work as an intern at our school on the sustainability team. Jan has offered 
to provide room and board for him. In addition to being a sustainability program intern with SES, 
he will complete a 12 week certificate program at OSU as well as different education 
opportunities at local farmer’s market. Amy has offered a letter of support and Sarah Taylor is a 
part of this project, with Growing Gardens involved as well. Vinnie has asked if there was a 
possibility to fund a small stipend (approx. $200/month) to help strengthen his visa application. 
Matthew spoke with Helen from the Laurelhurst Whole Foods and they came up with a Haitian 
fundraising dinner night. Whole foods market will be marketing this evening, which will be held 
at Teote on Monday March 31st, $15/plate. There will be tickets to buy online at our website.!!
Nominating committee report: A lot of work has been discussed and outreach is happening, 
often using the data collected from the volunteer surveys to try to match interests with positions 
open. There are several positions open for new members to get involved: Vice President, 
Secretary, Fundraising Chair, 2 Volunteer Coordinator positions, and several committee and 
event coordinators needed.!!!!
Cindi gave the Treasurer’s report. Handed out  budget to actual reports. Things look good. 
There was a request for the PTSA to fund 8 spots for teachers and para-educators to go to the 
All Born In conference. Spots are $75. Amy agreed it would be valuable for our parents 
community as well as for theaters and said she could fund a few spots. A motion was made that 
we fund up to 6 positions, it was seconded and the motion carried by unanimous voice vote.!!
Restaurant nights will be happening this spring. There will be one at Burgerville on April 8th. 
May 28th will be at Laughing Planet. Manager said if they clear $3500 that night, we will get 
20%, if less than that,  we will get 15% of all proceeds for that day! There will also be a 5% gift 
day from Laurelhurst WF to go to our school and then Matthew will see where it needs to be 
placed in terms of need.!



!
Heidi shared her ongoing project of “getting rooted at sunnyside” and asked for further input.!!!
meeting adjourned  at 8:24pm. !!
Meeting Minutes taken by Secretary, Justine Light


